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Who am i

• Mike Del Vecchio, Major, Field Artillery, Retired

• Currently  working as the head of engineering for a 
water and wastewater technology company

• A passion for building models of artillery and artillery 
support equipment!!

• Known in many forums as Redleg12
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Definitions

• Studio (stū'dē-ō, styū'-) 
n., pl., -os. 
– An artist's workroom

• Work·bench (wûrkbnch)
n.

– A sturdy table or bench at which manual work is 
done, as by an machinist, jeweler or artist.
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Definitions

• Man cave
n. 

– A dedicated area of a house, such as a basement, 
workshop, or garage, where a man can be alone or 
socialize with his friends

• Thus, a “Man cave studio with a work bench”
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What is your starting                     
point

• Who lives in a house they own?
– Are you looking to build….the studio??

– Where in the house?

• Who rents or lives with someone?
– Many of the items to be discussed will apply and 
some will have to be more portable
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The studio

• Planning a Studio

• The Room

• The Bench

• Storage

• Paint Booth

• Photo Area

• Tools

• Favorite Places
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Planning Process

• If you fail to plan…..you plan to fail
• Every good plan is made to be changed
• Start by drawing the room either on graph paper or on 

Auto CAD!
• Shop look and think at Home Depot/Lowes, Ikea,  the 

internet, etc. Get ideas
• Make a budget $$$ or $$/yr
• You can build all at once or over time with a good plan
• There is no right or wrong, only what works for you!
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Planning the studio

• Planning items
– Ventilation
– Lighting
– Power
– Communication
– Compressed Air
– Vacuum
– Flooring
– Cabinets Shelves & 

Furnishings
– Safety
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Ventilation

• Plan for room ventilation.
– A/C and Heat feed and 

return

• Ceiling Fans in the bench 
area

• Ducting to the outside for 
paint booth 
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Lighting

• If windows are available, maximize natural 
lighting

• Go with one style light, either fluorescent or 
incandescent….do not mix

• Plan for task lighting.

• Lighted magnifiers, make sure to match light type

• Think of lighting the paint booth.
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Lighting
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power

• You can never have enough power or outlets.

• Bench should have multiple outlet strips at either 
end

• Bench area wall should have quad wall outlets.

• Also plan outlets for compressor, paint booth 
fans, computer/desk
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communication

• The room should include a computer with CAT 6 
wiring back to the router.

• Wireless is easy but can be slower

• Telephone, wired or wireless?

• Cable/Satellite – for entertainment!!
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Compressed air

• Use an “industrial” compressor. Minimum 2 ½ gallon 
pancake type

• Look to mount compressor in a sound proof area if 
possible.

• Use copper ½ inch tubing or pipe for piping.
• Pipe air to the paint booth & work bench
• Use local quick disconnect fittings and pressure 

regulators
• Install a storage tank if possible to increase 

compressed air storage 
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Compressed air
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vacuum

• Think about vacuum in 
the bench area for clean 
up and for working with 
resin

• Make a small “hood” 
from flexible ducting  
connected to the vacuum 
hose

• Vacuum should also be 
accessible for wood 
working for bases! 
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flooring

• Something easy to clean/paint resistant

• Does not support the small part monster

• Stay away from carpet

• I like garage tiles 

• http://www.racedeck.com/

• http://www.costco.com/Browse/Productgroup.aspx?
Prodid=11038308
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Cabinets, shelves &             
Furnishings

• Cabinets, THINK IKEA, Very nice lines of 
inexpensive  kitchen cabinets both wall and base 
cabinets

• Shelves for storage, Home Depot/Lowes
• Look in the shelving aisle but also in lumber for 

pre-punched side panels and cut shelves
• Display case/ shelves….again THINK IKEA
• Work Bench for modeling & Bench/Desk or other 

for paint booth
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Cabinets, shelves &             
Furnishings

• Desk for computer 

• Most important item….the chair. Look for a GOOD 
comfortable, back supporting, well built chair. You 
will be spending a lot of time in it!

• Visitor chair(s)

• Clock….. So you know how long you have been 
working!

• I love me wall art!!
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Cabinets, shelves &             
Furnishings


